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select those of most importance for the present day,
and this consideration has guided me in the choice of
topics affecting the federal constitutions, which of late
have shown developments of great interest.
For much help in the preparation of this work I am
indebted to my wife.
This work was completed on August 22 in order to
include the record of the constitutional aspect of the
Ottawa Conference. So rapid has been the process of
printing, thanks to the skill of Messrs. R. & E. Clark,
that there is little to add. The British Government has
fulfilled its duty of dealing with the legal position of
Dominion forces when visiting this country by intro-
ducing the Visiting Forces (British Commonwealth)
Bill, which shows the mode in which such a problem
as that of the treatment of deserters should be handled.
The latest of the abortive conferences with Mr. De
Valera has failed to end a tariff war of grave conse-
quence to both countries, but the memoranda published
on October 29 reveal the British Government appealing
with some inconsistency to international law in support
of its claim that the financial settlements of 1923 and
1926 required no ratification. Mr. De Valera on the other
hand relies on a fundamental constitutional doctrine,
the rule that an engagement by a minister is subject
to the approval of Parliament, and denies that the
action of the Free State Parliament in respect of the
agreements amounts to a confirmation of either. It
is clear that a grave error was committed when the
final financial settlement with the Free State was not
cast into treaty form and formally approved by both